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5 KEY WAYS TO 
DEEPER STUDY 

Preparation / Interpretation / Classification / Collaboration / Motivation



PRAY



PRAY





Why Should I Pray First?

"If you aim at nothing, you'll probably hit it.”

We are dependent on the Holy Spirit when studying the 
Scripture. 
 to reveal truth (John 16:13)

 to give spiritual discernment (1 Corinthians 12:11), 

 and to soften our hearts. 

The enemy of our soul is looking to snatch away the Word 
sown in our hearts (Mark 4:15) and prevent us from 
bearing fruit. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A13
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Corinthians+12%3A11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A15


Scriptures to Prepare Our Hearts for Study

 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. 
(Psalm 119:18)

 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand [see] 
them because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 Cor. 2:14)

 This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not 
see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 
(Matthew 13:13)

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps 119.18


Sample Prayer for Bible Reading and Study

Lord, inspire me to read your Scriptures and to meditate 
upon them day and night. I beg you to give me real under-
standing of what I need, that I in turn may put its precepts 
into practice. Yet, I know that understanding and good 
intentions are worthless, unless rooted in your graceful love. 
So I ask that the words of Scripture may also be not just 
signs on a page, but channels of grace into my heart. Amen. 
(Origin, 184-253 AD)



INTERPRETATION
(HERMENEUTICS)





How To Interpret (Understand) Scripture 

#1.   Seek to understand what the text is saying. 

#2.   Translate that information into the intended
theological message. 

#3.   Explain that message to the others/ 
congregation.

Hermeneutics:   The science and art of 

interpreting human communication 

from God to humans. 









CONTEXT/
BACKGROUND



Questions of Context

 When was it written?

 Why was it written?

 Who is telling the story?

 Whose voices are silent? Missing?

 Where was it written?

 Who was in power? Who was isolated? On the fringes?

 What was the social context?

 What genre of scripture is it? 



White Fire



Questions for Going Deeper

 Why is this included in scripture?

 What does this scripture reveal about God?

 What is God saying to me?

 How do I apply this to my life?



ADD A SLIDE TITLE - 1









Wesleyan Quadrilateral “Lenses”



Comparison of English Bible Translations



What Is Context?



What Is Context?

• It surrounds and gives 
meaning to something else.

• It is information that can be 
used to characterize the 
situation

• It is typically the location,
identity and state of people,
groups, or objects. 



What You See Depends on Where You Stand



Any Questions

Caption







Classifying the Books of the Bible



COLLABORATION





Revelation Comes Through Corporate Study



MOTIVATION/
TRANSFORMATION



Aren’t You Glad You Came to Churchwide Bible Study?
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